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Ensuring Customer 
PDFs are Printable
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Agenda:

Ensuring Files are in Correct Color Space
⬥ Customer Files in wrong color space

• Adobe Color Setting can be inconsistent
• Can cause issues when printing

⬥ Prepress needs to be able to handle “bad” file
• Intelligent handling of all contents of PDF and PDF Output Intent
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Overview of Solution

Normalization/Optimization of Files= Output spaceColor Conformance Workflow by Pilot Marketing Group
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Audit Your Workflow

PDF Test Forms
⬥ KEE CMYK and CMYKOGV test forms

• Tests 16 different objects
• No Print necessary, can self grade 

⬥ Other Test forms
• Simple test form to show the problems

Test Page To Test Color Server/Ink Optimization software 
 The Original RGB versions of these three images were color separated two different ways, the top row for Gravure Printing, and the Second Row for GRACoL#1  

Printing. This exemplifies a common problem that is not corrected in most companies workflows today, the problem is the customer does not separate their files for the targeted output con-

dition, and worse, they mix and match files for different conditions in the same PDF. If the top row was printed in gravure, and the bottom row printed in Gracol Sheetfed, the two different 
prints would match very closely, BUT if both sets of images were printed on any process, they WILL NOT MATCH each other UNLESS Alwan CMYK Optimizer using Dynamic Device 
Links fixes it. If you print on your Proofer set to GRACoL, the bottom row will appear as expected, but the top will be different and WRONG, vice versa if proofer is set for Gravure.
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Handing Customer Defined Brand Colors

Most RIPs have 28 color named color limitation
⬥ Color Servers typically do not have this limitation

• Critical when rendering large color libraries and chip books
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Handing Customer Defined Brand Colors

Very Problematic
⬥ Customer defines wrong name or wrong definition

• Adobe defining brand color
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Handing Customer Defined Brand Colors

How is Brand Color Defined?
⬥ Choices…
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Handing Customer Defined Brand Colors

Creation of Brand Color
⬥ Different Color Types

• Lab vs CMYK
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Handing Customer Defined Brand Colors

Color is Applied Differently: ∆E= 4.4
• Lab vs CMYK
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Handing Customer Defined Brand Colors

Color is Applied Differently: ∆E= 4.4
• Lab vs CMYK
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Handing Customer Defined Brand Colors

Most RIP Conversions
⬥ Convert using PDF Alternate Color Space Values

• Uses the wrong color space



© Copyright 2023 ChromaChecker Corp

Handing Customer Defined Brand Colors

Intelligent Color Conversions
⬥ Over-ride definition in PDF

• Normalizes all spot colors into the correct color space
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Summary:

Ensuring Files are in Correct Color Space
⬥ Audit your prepress processing software
⬥ Assess all aspects for both brand colors and CMYK
⬥ Add software solutions to fill in the gaps
⬥ Align output color conversion profile with the targeted print 

condition for your printing devices


